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"Iron City Chef" charity event attracts area's best chefs  
to Jefferson State Community College  

 

MONTGOMERY – Jefferson State Community College, Birmingham, will host “Iron City Chef,” an 
evening of culinary competition for charity on July 18 to assist the Vestavia Hills Rotary 
Foundation in its fight to end polio, among other service projects.  
 
These distinguished chefs will compete: Chef Tom Robey of the Veranda on Highland, Chef Robert 
Kamm of Renaissance Ross Bridge Hotel, Clifton and Maureen Holt of Little Savannah, and master 
barbecue expert Troy Black of Learn2Q.com, a Southern Living contributing editor who has been 
featured on The Food Network and The Travel Channel. 
 
Jeff State is home to the Culinary and Hospitality Institute, a program of culinary excellence, says 
President Judy Merritt. “The college has a very strong relationship with all the chefs in 
Birmingham. In fact, several of them serve on the college’s culinary program advisory board.  
 
“This is always a very large and successful event for us,” said Merritt. “The chefs really enjoy the 
friendly competition.  
 
“It is also an important educational tool for our culinary program because the students get an 
opportunity to interact with the chefs and see leaders in the field in action,” Merritt said. “It’s a 
great opportunity to connect with the community and a good way to give back to the community.”  
  
Proceeds from the event will be used to fund the foundation’s international and local community 
projects, including Rotary International’s “ End Polio Now!” campaign, the Vestavia Hills Math 
and Debate programs, and Jeff State’s Culinary and Hospitality Institute.   
 
In addition to the competition, the evening includes an elegant reception-style dinner, wine-tasting, 
silent auction and live music.  
 
The event will be held at 6 p.m. on Jeff State’s Shelby Campus (Spain Park entrance), 4600 
Valleydale Road, in Birmingham. The cost is $50 per person. For more information, call  
205-983-5214. 
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